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Service of Transportation in Uzbekistan 

 

Abstract: Transportation is so important that it can be both pull factor and push 

factor in the tourism industry. Therefore, the government of the countries always 

pay special attention to this sector.  Since the past, many types of it have been 

developed and new ones came to exist (i.e. the rail and the air). Nowadays, 

before visiting to one country, tourists probably want to know about its transport 

system. In this article, readers will learn about transportation, types of it, 

transport system in Uzbekistan; especially, condition and comfortability of it 

and they will be given short manual to choose suitable ones according to the 

type of travel. 

Annotatsiya: Turizmda transport tizimi shunchaklik muhimki, u ham jalb 

qiluvchi, ham sovutuvchi omil bo`la oladi. Shu bois mamlakat hukumati  har 

doim bu sohaning rivojlanishiga katta e`tibor qaratadi. Ko`p yillardan beri uning 

ko`p turlari rivojlandi va yangilari vujudga keldi ( temiryo`l va havo transporti). 

Hozirgi kunda esa, turistlar biror bir davlatga sayohat qilishidan oldin bu 

davlatning transport tizimini o`rganishga harakat qilishi tabiiy albatta. Ushbu 

maqola O`zbekistonning transport tizimi, uning turlari, va ayniqsa ularning 

holati va qulayliklari haqida ma`lumot olishlari va sayohat turiga qarab mos 

keladiganlarini tanlash uchun qisqacha qo`llanma beradi. 

Аннотация: Транспортная система настолько важна в туризме, что может 

быть как привлекательным, так и охлаждающим фактором. Поэтому 

государство всегда уделяет большое внимание развитию этой отрасли. За 

прошедшие годы многие его формы развились и появились новые 

(железнодорожный и воздушный транспорт). В настоящее время для 

туристов естественно попытаться изучить транспортную систему страны, 

прежде чем отправиться в нее. В данной статье представлен краткий 

путеводитель по транспортной системе Узбекистана, ее видам, а в 

особенности их состоянию и удобству, а также как выбрать тот, который 

лучше всего подойдет для вашего типа путешествия. 
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       Transportation has been playing integral role in the development of the 

tourism industry. Because, it is the link between tourists and touristic 

destinations. Transportation carries essential goods, products and people from 

one place to another one. When we look in the past, it was animals to do these 

tasks. As time passed, this sector had developed and made travelling easier and 

faster. Many types of it have been developed. The main modes of them are the 

road, the rail, the water and the air. As Uzbekistan used to locate in the centre of 

Great Silk Road and one the well-known country where tourists have been 

visiting from ancient time, many developments are done by Ministry of 

Transport of the Republic of Uzbekistan in the sector of transportation in order 

to create comfort for tourists in terms of movement.  

      Uzbekistan is located in the centre of Asia and far from oceans and seas, 

thus, the water transportation is not developed there. However, other types of it 

are available in our country. The road transportations include cars and coaches. 

In Uzbekistan, tourists can rent taxis and cars. They are really comfortable for 

travellers to travel in cities. For example, the cost of taxi inside of Samarkand is 

5000UZS, but this cost may increase because of the time. For example, if you 

want to travel at night, you will probably be asked to pay extra money. This cost 

is different in other cities (picture No1.). Except from that, online taxi booking is 

also available in our country. Visitors can choose Yandex taxi, iTaxi, Taxi 

Fortuna, MyTaxi and TaxiOk.  Their cost price is fixed and it would better to 

agree on the fare beforehand. The user can pay in local currency or in dollars. 

Travellers should make sure to exchange currency in advance. Car renting with 

or without driver is also available in Uzbekistan. However, it is better to take a 

driver and make tour around the city. In big hotels, the car rental services are 

offered and in large cities, drivers should pay for car parking. Traffic is right-

handed in Uzbekistan and there are penalties for not using seat belts. There are 

rental agencies as Sixt Rent a Car Samarkand, In Rent, Trip Cars, Rent a Car 

Tashkent, CITY Rent a car and others. Bringing own car for tourists is also 



possible, but before, one should check travel restrictions and in some areas, as 

Termiz and Surkhandarya, special permit is required from the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs in Tashkent.  

   Picture 1. Taxi Fares in Tashkent, Uzbekistan 

The buses are the most common public transport in Uzbekistan. According to 

poll held by Kun.uz, 77%  of Uzbekistan`s population use public transport. The 

cost of them is different in regions. For example, In Namangan, public buses 

cost only 1000UZS while it is 1400UZS in Tashkent or Samarkand. Not only 

buses are used as a public transportation, but also for movement from one region 

to another one. In this case, actually the price depends on the distance. However, 

many local buses are old and rickety and do not have reliable schedules for 

movement. They move slowly and stop from working often, some of their 

operators easily break schedule by spending extra time to wait for more 

passengers. Scheduled long-distance coaches or short-distance which are 

planned by tour agencies are really different. Because they choose special, well-

decorated and comfortable buses for tourists. In the around of Registan squire, 

special mini-buses are used for carrying tourists from one destination to another 

one. The Railway system includes trains between regions, trams, metro and 

trolleybuses. The tram is only available in Samarkand and has the same cost as 

the buses, but trams are more comfortable. The Urgench trolleybus system links 

Urgench (Picture No2), the centre city of Xorazm Region in western 

Uzbekistan, with the neighbouring city of Khiva. Since the closure of the 

Tashkent trolleybus system in 2010, it has been Uzbekistan's only trolleybus 

system. Having existed for nearly 63 years, what was once Central Asia's largest 

trolleybus system was shut down on May 1, 2010.  Only Tashkent has a metro. 

This is the only metro in central Asia. There are three lines in Tashkent subway; 

Chilanzar (12 stations), Uzbekistan (11 stations) and Unis-Abad (6 stations). 

This metro is quite comfortable with beautiful lobbies. The cost of a token is 
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1200UZS ($ 0.14).The metro is open from 06:00 am to 00:00 am and it is not 

allowed to make videos and photos in the subway.                                                                                                                                          

Rail route transport associates a couple of urban areas; Tashkent - Bukhara, 

Tashkent - Andijan, Tashkent - Urgench, Tashkent - Termez and another rapid 

train to Samarkand.The first high speed train in the Central Asia, bundling the 

cities of Tashkent and Samarkand «Afrosiyob» has been started. There are two 

rail route stations in Tashkent, North and South. One idiosyncrasy of trains in 

Uzbekistan is that you want to sit down 30 minutes before takeoff, any other 

way you may not be allowed in Notwithstanding rail routes inside Uzbekistan, 

there is accessible global courses to Moscow, Yekaterinburg, Almaty, Saratov, 

Volgograd, Ufa, St. Petersburg, Kharkov and Chelyabinsk.                                  

The common avionics assumes an exceptional position in incorporation of our 

country with the global local area, at making of successful two-way participation 

with numerous nations of the world. In the main long stretches of freedom key 

bearings for common avionics advancement have been booked. As our President 

stamped: «Considering immense capacities of airplane for an exit on the world 

market and regardless of challenges of a progress period, we gave a need to 

improvement of this sector». 

   

  

Picture 2.  The Urgench trolleybus 

Currently, in Uzbekistan, 11 airports are operated by Uzbekistan Airways 

National Air Company. Among them, Tashkent, Samarkand, Bukhara, Urgench, 

Termez and Navoi airports are confirmed as international airports. Airplanes 

NAC «Uzbekistan airways» began to make trips more than in 40 airports of 

various countries. Apart from that,  11 airports were modernized under 
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requirements of the international standard (in the cities of Tashkents, Nukus, 

Samarkand, Bukhara, Urgench, Termez, Karshi, Namangan, Andizhan, Fergana 

and Navoi). The airport of Tashkent is considered the airport terminal in the 

Central Asia. Samarkand international airport has been redeveloped recently and 

had a special look (Picture No3) 

 

Picture 3. Samarkand international airport: after redevelopment.1 

     

  Choice of transportation highly depends on tour-packages and tourists. If 

visitors want to travel around the city or touristic destination at nights, taxis and 

car rentals are best choice. However, as it was said before, one should be agree 

on a price beforehand. The coaches are usually given by special tour agency and 

most of time; they are really comfortable for mass tourism visitors. When it 

comes to public buses, they are often crowded and recommended for only most 

adventurous travellers, but they are best opportunity to watch every inch of the 

city. In important occasions, high-speed rail line between Tashkent and 

Samarkand-Afrosiyob is also available. When someone visits to Registan, they 

can also use mini-buses which connect Registan to Bibikhanim mausoleum. In 

Uzbekistan, all modes of transportation are available for tourists except the 

water transport service. However, in this field, there are still some problems. For 

example, the condition of the local buses is very awful: some parts of them are 

broken, conductors are not qualified at all and most of local people have not got 

experience of foreign language and these make visitors` tour unpleasant. If these 

problems are solved, city tours with public transportation can be more 

interesting and satisfying.  

                                                             

1 . The photo is taken from the yandex website 
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